Active Citizenship and Civic Participation

Meaningful partnership with civil society in European regional policy
Time frames of the workshop, detailed programme

7 June

9.00 – 11.00 Partnership in regional policy; Problems and best practices

Panel discussion
Chair: Roman Havlicek, Central and Eastern European Bankwatch Network

Speakers / Participants of the panel

· Dr. Rudolf Niessler, Director for Policy Coordination, DG Regional Policy: The future of cohesion policy from a partnership angle

· Bence Kovács, Independent Ecological Centre: Experiences of national civic initiatives in regional policy

· Zsuzsa F. Nagy, Ecological Institute for Sustainable Development Foundation: The Network of Green Regions; regional cooperation in spatial development
· Petko Kovachev, Bulgaria: Good practices of partnership in Central and Eastern Europe; experiences of Structural Funds Team for Sustainable Future (SFteam)
· Dr. Zoltán Hajdu, Focus Eco Center, Romania: Partnership for rural development in the Center Region of Romania

11.30 – 13.00 Recommendations for the development of partnership in regional policy

Chair: Veronika Móra, Hungarian Environmental Partnership Foundation, chair of NGOs for the Transparency of National Development Planning

Presentation of recommendations: Przemek Kalinka, SFteam for Sustainable Future, Polish Green Net

Responding

· Dr. Rudolf Niessler, Director for Policy Coordination, DG Regional Policy

· Dr. Györgyi Nyikos, Deputy State Secretary for Development Affairs, Ministry of National Development
· István Farkas, National Society of Conservationists – Friends of the Earth Hungary

· Alda Ozola, Green Liberty, Latvia
Questions and comments from the floor

Methodology of the workshop, details of the realisation of specified actions

The workshop session at 9.00 starts with a 20-minute presentation of Mr. Director Rudolf Niessler which will be followed by 10-minute presentations of panellists. Subsequently, participants and panellists will have 60 minutes for questions, comments and reflection.

The workshop session at 11.00 starts with the 15-minute presentation of the draft recommendations by Przemek Kalinka, the Polish member of SFteam for Sustainable Future. Following the 5-10-minute reflections of four speakers, participants will again have the floor for questions and comments. The Chair concludes the discussion to finalise the recommendations accordingly and for the rapporteur to present them to the plenary later.
